Goldstein, and by Trainin and Small, summarizin-g present knowledge of "thymosin," the eltusive immunocompetence-granting factor suggeste(d by experiments in the midlclle 1960's. These investigators hiave isolated factors producing effects similar to those of "'thymosin" blut lhaving extraordinarily (lifferent physical properties. Theories assigniing a key role to "thymosin" thierefore must at least temporarily lie viewedl witlh some catution. This volume recorcls the proceedings of a symposium held at Loyola University, Stritch Sclhool of MVedicine, Maywood, Illinois, in August, 1969 . This is the fourtlh symposium of its kindl organized in conjunction with the biennial International Tuberculosis Conferenices.
A common problem of suclh 1rocee(lings is that the scope of the symposium dloes not live up to its title; of the 21 papers presented, 18 dealt primarily with lhost-virus relationships in the geinuis Mycobacteriurn (essentially restricted to Runyon's Group IV, the rapid-growing M\Iycobacteria) with little or no attention paid to the genetics of the Nocardia and Actinomyces. Neither the contributors nor the editors can be blamed for this imbalance.
From the proceedings it is apparent that only a few recombinational processes have been well characterized in these organisms. Lysogeny is widespread among the mycobacteria, and the phenomenon of syncytic recombination in Nocardia is well documented. However, gene-transfer phenomena associated with trans-
